CHAPTER   X
WITH THE FRENCH AIR FORCE
" TV/"HERE are our 'planes ? " was the cry raised
^V everywhere by French soldiers and by the
civilian population. It was difficult not to become
demoralized when German 'planes treated the French
sky as if it were their own, but the French 'planes were
outnumbered by ten to one ; they could not be every-
where at once. Unhindered, the Germans bombed
communications behind the lines; they bombed troop
reinforcements on the road, sometimes succeeding in
decimating or dispersing regiments before they ever
reached the front line; they swept down over the heads
of the men at the front; they bombed the towns and
villages of France and they bombed and machine-gunned
refugees on the road.
The French Air Command wanted the world, especi-
ally America, to know how serious the situation was,
and towards the end of May war correspondents were
received at Chantilly by the General commanding the
northern air sector and two other Air Generals. Each
gave a very interesting lecture about what the French
Air Force was doing, and all emphasized this discrepancy
of ten to one. Unfortunately, whenever I put these
figures into a story they were crossed out by the censor!
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